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Lesson Seven
The Brink of Ruin/Psalm 119:81-88

We’ve reached the midpoint of Psalm 119, as the psalmist gasps out the climatic expression of his need for God and His word. He is languishing, failing, and almost destroyed (vv. 81, 82, and 87). While he waits for God’s deliverance, we can’t help but notice his loneliness as he laments honestly in the presence of the Lord, asking his questions (vv. 82, 84) and making his petitions (vv. 86, 88). The psalms teach us that the purpose of prayer is to cultivate a love dialogue between God and ourselves. A key component in this dialogue is being brutally honest with God about our emotional state at any given time. Sometimes this love dialogue takes the form of pouring our hearts out to God and working through our emotional distress in His presence; and as a result surrendering to His purpose, will, and love. Have you surrendered to God’s love?

Assignment:
Read Psalm 119:81-88; take time to listen, receive, and do.
1. What are the effects of God’s word in our lives? 

2. What is the attitude of the psalmist toward God’s word?


3. What actions does the psalmist take or plan to take?



4. What does the psalmist specifically ask God to do?



5. Which phrase or word stands out to you? Consider meditating on these phrases or words.

For each question, reflect on how the psalmist’s interaction with God’s word compares with yours. How would you answer each of these questions? Where do you see potential for growth? Is there one step that God is calling you to take right now to deepen your interaction with His word? 

Write your prayer of response to God as a result of meditating on Psalm119: 81-88.
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The psalmist looked around at creation and recognized its stability because of God’s word. The order in creation reveals the love, care, and faithfulness of the Lord. He is Lord in His created universe, and all things serve Him (v. 91); and he wants to be included in that number. If he had not found meaning in his experience of “affliction” (see v. 71), he felt that he would have perished. That meaning comes from God’s word, and he can’t help but proclaim its excellences. Join the psalmist in singing the praises of God and His word. 

Assignment:
Read Psalm 119: 89-96; take time to listen, receive, and do.
1. What are the effects of God’s word in our lives?


2. What is the attitude of the Psalmist toward God’s word?


3. What actions does the psalmist take or plan to take?




4. What does the psalmist specifically ask God to do?



5. Which phrase or word stands out to you? Consider meditating on these phrases or words.


For each question, reflect on how the psalmist’s interaction with God’s word compares with yours. How would you answer each of these questions? Where do you see potential for growth? Is there one step that God is calling you to take right now to deepen your interaction with His word?



Write your prayer of response to God as a result of meditating on Psalm 119:57-64.
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