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Lesson Six
Hard Lessons Learnt/Psalm 119:65-72

Wouldn’t it be great if all lessons could be learned pain free? But even Jesus (the One without sin) learned obedience through suffering (Hebrews 5:8). The psalmist is no exception. Evidently prior to the lies of the arrogant (v.69) and the resulting affliction, he was going astray (v. 66). We’re not sure of the nature of his straying, but we did get hints earlier (vv. 36-37).  In this stanza he reveals that his affliction at the hands of the arrogant was good for him (v. 71) because it served to point him to his need for God’s insights. So, through affliction he gives himself more to the learning (v. 66), obeying (v. 69), and delighting in the word of God. And through it all he can say that the Lord is good (v. 68). Join the psalmist as he announces the goodness of God. 

Assignment:
Read Psalm 119:65-72; take time to listen, receive, and do.

1. How is God’s word described?  What are its characteristics?


2. What actions does the psalmist take or plan to take?


3. What does the psalmist specifically ask God to do?


4. Which phrase or word stands out to you? Consider meditating on these phrases or words.


For each question, reflect on how the psalmist’s interaction with God’s word compares with yours. How would you answer each of these questions? Where do you see potential for growth? Is there one step that God is calling you to take right now to deepen your interaction with His word?




Write your prayer of response to God as a result of meditating on Psalm119:49-64.

Confident Expectation/Psalm 119:73-80

In this stanza, let the psalmist’s confident expectation, as he waits for the Lord’s word, overflow into your own life. His confidence is not based on positive thinking or from his own inner strength. Instead, his object of faith is in the One who has fashioned him (v.73). Even in affliction his hope does not waver because God’s judgements are righteous and faithful. Add to these his assurance of the Lord’s loving-kindness and compassion, and it becomes an equation for confident expectation.  He cannot, therefore, help but delight in God’s word, meditate on His precepts, and obey His testimonies. Is the psalmist’s confidence contagious? Open up to the Holy Spirit to make this assurance a part of you. 

Assignment:
Read Psalm 119: 73-80; take time to listen, receive, and do.

1. What actions does the psalmist take or plan to take?




2. What does the psalmist specifically ask God to do?




3. Which phrase or word stands out to you? Consider meditating on these phrases or words.


For each question, reflect on how the psalmist’s interaction with God’s word compares with yours. How would you answer each of these questions? Where do you see potential for growth? Is there one step that God is calling you to take right now to deepen your interaction with His word?
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