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Law: Generally, refers to the first 5 books of the Old Testament

Testimonies: God’s standard of conduct according to the 10 commandments

Way (or Ways):  The pattern of life required by God’s law (v. 37)

Precepts:  A commandment or requirement

Statutes: Enacted law

Commandments: God’s decrees

Judgments (or Rules): A binding law; judicial decision

Word (or Words, Promise, Promises): A general term of God’s revelation

Source: The Nelson Study Bible (NKJV), 1997, page 1003
_____________________________________________________________________________________________Law: the main OT term for God's Word: comes from the verb to teach or direct. When this teaching comes from come God it is understood as revelation or law. Therefore, the expected response is ultimately to be obedience.
Testimonies: a faithful witness; emphasis on the truth of the Scriptures

Precepts: geometric term; meaning straight. When applied to God's Word it refers to the reliability of God's Word because God is reliable (straight).

Statutes: The Scriptures are binding/permanent

Commandments: The Scriptures reveal the authority from which they come.

Ordinances (judgments): the Scriptures reveal the decisions of the one wise Judge

Word: The general term; God's truth in any form.


“…the synonyms belong together, and we should probably not look for each to show its distinct character at each occurrence, but rather to contribute, by its frequent arrival, to our total understanding of what Scripture is.” Derek Kinder (Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries)
“This untiring emphasis has led some to accuse the psalmist of worshipping the Word rather than the Lord; but it has been well remarked that every reference here to Scripture, without exception, relates it explicitly to its Author; indeed every verse from 4 to the end is a prayer or affirmation addressed to Him. This is true piety: a love of God not withered by study but refreshed, informed and nourished by it.” Derek Kinder
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