God’s Word and Obedience

Assignment: Move from reading and studying to meditating on God’s Word.


God’s Word: What can we do with it?
     Read…Study… Memorize: Mind focused
     Observe the truth…Interpret the truth…Apply the truth: Truth focused
     Listen…Receive… Do: Heart focused
     Hear God’s voice (in light of the truth observed, interpreted and applied);
     allow His words to interpret you; experience transformed behavior.


James 1:18-26 (NASB95)
Where we started; we continue: 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures. 19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless.
What’s the connection between observing and listening, between interpreting and receiving, and between applying and 
doing?  What’s connects head and heart?




Joshua 1:8 (NASB95)
 “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.”

Psalm 119:97-104 (NASB95)
97 O how I love Your law! 
It is my meditation all the day.
98 Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies
For they are ever mine.
99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 
For Your testimonies are my meditation.
100 I understand more than the aged, 
Because I have observed Your precepts.
101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, 
That I may keep Your word.
102 I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, 
For You Yourself have taught me.
103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! 
Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104 From Your precepts I get understanding; 
Therefore I hate every false way.

[bookmark: _GoBack]How does the Psalmist feel about the Law? How does loving differ from studying?  Related?

What are the relational words?

What are the benefits of meditating on the Law?

What is the Psalmist’s obedience based on?
 
Which phrase or word stands out to you? Consider meditating on these phrases or words.

Are there any word pictures that stand out to you?

What would be the result of mediating on “I hate every false way”?
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