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The Place of Peace/Psalm 119:161-168

Once again we hear from the psalmist of his struggle to survive in a hostile environment. But as one who has chosen to live by God’s word, in his inner being (heart and soul) he experiences great peace. As a result, praise is on his lips throughout his day, along with repeated announcements of his love for God’s law. This stanza is the psalmist’s climatic expression of his love. However, he is not worshipping God’s word. Every verse from 4 to the end is a prayer or affirmation addressed to the God who speaks. This is true worship: a love of God not shriveled up by study but refreshed, informed and nourished by it. Is this true of you? Do you receive God’s word by faith and experience His peace, in spite of the situation?   

Assignment:
Read Psalm 119: 161-168; take time to listen, receive, and do.
1. What are the effects of God’s word in the psalmist’s life?


2. What are his feelings regarding God’s word?


3. What actions does the psalmist take or plan to take?



4. Which phrase or word stands out to you? Consider meditating on these phrases or words.



For each question, reflect on how the psalmist’s interaction with God’s word compares with yours. How would you answer each of these questions? Where do you see potential for growth? Is there one step that God is calling you to take right now to deepen your interaction with His word? 

Write your prayer of response to God as a result of meditating on Psalm119:161-168.

Deliver Me, Teach Me, Help Me/Psalm 119:169-176

What a fitting end to our beloved psalm. We hear the psalmist’s prayer to the One who gives understanding, deliverance, help, and instruction.  His pleas of urgent need come from the lips of one who knows that he would perish without God’s saving word. Like the tax-collector in Luke 18: 9-14, he has no confidence in his own righteousness. In the psalmist’s utterances we hear the tax-collector’s prayer: “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Clearly his desire for God and His word has not led to a hardening academic pride, but instead to a humbling desire to sing the praises of His God and Savior. As we finish our study, have you been humbled? Have you put yourself in the psalmist’s shoes? Can you humble yourself before the God of the universe who has spoken in these last days through His Son? 

Assignment:
Read Psalm 119:169-176; take time to listen, receive, and do.

1. What are his feelings regarding God’s word?

2. What actions does the psalmist take or desire to take?


3. What does the psalmist specifically ask God to do?


4. Which phrase or word stands out to you? Consider meditating on these phrases or words.



For each question, reflect on how the psalmist’s interaction with God’s word compares with yours. How would you answer each of these questions? Where do you see potential for growth? Is there one step that God is calling you to take right now to deepen your interaction with His word? 




Write your prayer of response to God as a result of meditating on Psalm 119:169-176.
2

image1.jpeg




