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Chapter 4
Lesson 4

Read the account of Jesus’ transfiguration in Matthew 17:1-13. Reflect on Peter’s initial reaction. Now read Matthew 16:21-23. Consider Peter’s problem.
1. Record your initial thoughts concerning these Scriptures.  How is God challenging you in your prayer life? Are you bringing to God your agendas or seeking to know His will?

 

In Charles Ringma’s devotional, Resist the Powers, based on the writings of French philosopher and theologian, Jacques Ellul, he writes:
“In the act of prayer we not only acknowledge our need, but we seek God’s will and purpose.
Prayers should not be the persuasive attempt to convince God of the things we need nor the attempt to badger God into accepting our ideas. Instead, prayer should first of all be the art of intimacy. It is the act of drawing close. It is the way in which we develop companionship with the God who calls us to draw near.
Ellul speaks of prayer being ‘an act of complete self-giving’. It is the way by which we open ourselves to both the love and the discernment of the Other (the One who is other than us humans). It is God’s love that brings renewal, healing, and hope. It is God’s discernment that brings correction and redirection. Both of these ministries require that we wholly give ourselves. 
In receiving healing and renewal, we need to expose our faults and hurts. In receiving redirection, we need to embrace God’s will and purpose for our lives. With a renewed self that seeks to do God’s will, we can wholly give ourselves to service.
Prayer is always a dangerous activity because it is drawing near to the God who will change us.”
2.  Have you experienced God’s “healing” in your prayer life? Have you experienced God’s “redirection” in your prayer life? How?
Read chapter four in Experiencing Prayer with Jesus, and then consider the following questions.
3. When was the last time you came to God in prayer, and even before you opened your mouth there was already an absolute, unconditional submission?


4. Are you finding that He’s opening your understanding as He comes along side you to let you know what is on His agenda?
 

5. Are you staying long enough in the Father’s presence to allow Him to reveal to you His ways, truth, understanding, and agenda? (Read again the last two paragraphs in chapter two, page28.) 


6.  Have you waited long enough before him to know what it will cost you to carry out His will? 


Note: the authors talk about “the assignment”. While God does give particular assignments, try not to get hung up on this.  As we read and study God’s known revelation in the Scriptures you will discover many assignments that will give you plenty opportunity and challenges to follow His way each day. As a matter of face, as we follow His way for us each day, we will be ready to listen to the particular assignments. 

Beyond the Book:
Read Revelation 1:9-18 and Matthew 10: 28-3. Reflect on the when we humble ourselves in the fear of the Lord we hear Him say, “Do not fear.” Why do you think this is?   
1

image1.png




