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Chapter 3
Lesson 3

Read Jesus’ instruction to His disciples in Matthew 6:5-14. Now focus on verses 9-10. 
1. Record your initial thoughts concerning this passage.  How is God challenging you in your prayer life?

In M. J. Erickson’s Christian Theology, he writes:
“One problem that has concerned thoughtful Christians when considering the nature of providence (the continuing action of God in preserving his creation and guiding it toward his intended purposes) is the role of prayer. The dilemma stems from the question of what prayer really accomplishes. On the one hand, if prayer has any effect on what happens, then it seems that God’s plan was not fixed in the first place. Providence in some sense depends on or is altered by whether and how much someone prays. On the other hand, if God’s plan is established and he will do what he is going to do, then does it matter whether we pray?
We should note that this is simply one particular form of the larger issue of the relationship between human effort and divine providence. Accordingly, we can approach it with the same analytical considerations that we apply to the examination of the broader issue. We need to note two facts: (1) Scripture teaches that God’s plan is definite and fixed—it is not subject to revision; and (2) we are commanded to pray and taught that prayer has value (James 5:16). But how do these two facts relate to each other?
It appears from Scripture that in many cases God works in a sort of partnership with humans. God does not act if humans do not play their part. Thus, when Jesus ministered in his hometown of Nazareth, he did not perform any major miracles. All he did was heal a few sick people. That Jesus “was amazed at their lack of faith” (Mark 6:6) suggests that the people of Nazareth simply did not bring their needy ones to him for healing. It is clear that in many cases the act of faith was necessary for God to act—and such faith was lacking in Nazareth. On the other hand, when Jesus walked on the water (Matt. 14:22–33), Peter asked to be bidden to go to Jesus on the water and was enabled to do so. Presumably Jesus could have enabled all the disciples to walk on the water that day but only Peter did because only he asked. The centurion bringing his request for the healing of a servant (Matt. 8:5–13) and the woman with the hemorrhage (Matt. 9:18–22), clinging to Jesus’ garment, are examples of faith which, demonstrated in petition, resulted in God’s working. When God wills the end (in these cases, healing), he also wills the means (which includes a request to be healed, which in turn presupposes faith). Thus, prayer does not change what he has purposed to do. It is the means by which he accomplishes his end. It is vital, then, that a prayer be uttered, for without it the desired result will not come to pass.
This means that prayer is more than self-stimulation. It is not a method of creating a positive mental attitude in ourselves so that we are able to do what we have asked to have done. Rather, prayer is in large part a matter of creating in ourselves a right attitude with respect to God’s will. Jesus taught his disciples—and us—to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done,” before “Give us today our daily bread.” Prayer is not so much getting God to do our will as it is demonstrating that we are as concerned as is God that his will be done. Moreover, Jesus taught us persistence in prayer (Luke 11:8–10—note that the imperatives of verse 9 and the participles in verse 10 are in the present tense: keep asking, keep seeking, keep knocking). It takes little faith, commitment, and effort to pray once about something and then cease. Persistent prayer makes it apparent that our petition is important to us, as it is to God.
We do not always receive what we ask for. Jesus asked three times for the removal of the cup (death by crucifixion); Paul prayed three times for the removal of his thorn in the flesh. In each case, something more needful was granted (e.g., 2 Cor. 12:9–10). The believer can pray confidently, knowing that our wise and good God will give us, not necessarily what we ask for, but what is best. For, as the psalmist put it, “no good thing does he [the Lord] withhold from those whose walk is blameless” (Ps. 84:11).”
2.  What is your attitude toward God’s will? How do you differentiate between your will and God’s? Be honest; how often to you pray that your will be done?

Read chapter three in Experiencing Prayer with Jesus, and then consider the following questions.
3. Have you been willing to spend time in prayer in order to gain God’s perspective and instruction for your daily life, let alone for the “big” assignments?

4. How would you rate yourself in “reverential submission” to God in your prayer life? Really, how hard is it for you to say with Jesus, “Your will be done”? 

5. As you listen to God in His revealed word and seek to follow the Living Word, what are you learning about yourself? How is God challenging you? 

Beyond the Book:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Read the last two sentences in chapter 2 of Experiencing Prayer with Jesus. Consider Hebrew 4:7-13; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Psalms119:9-16.  Now, relate God’s word and prayer. What do they have to do with one another?  
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